Bethlehem what goes there?

Luke 2:1-5

In 1865 Philip Brooks, the great Episcopal preacher was visiting the Holy Land over the Christmas Holidays.  On Christmas Eve he borrowed a horse and rode six miles from Jerusalem over to Bethlehem.  There he tells he visited the hillside cave reported to be the one where the shepherds heard the angels sing, and saw the star.  That evening he participated in a worship service and as he headed home he looked back over the city and was inspired to write these words:




O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see 




thee lie. Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 




the silent stars go by.



 
Yet, in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting light:




The hope and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.


Almost 100 years later Dr. Lem Stokes, former president of Pfeiffer College,  visited the Holy City and he stated he saw:  dirty winding streets, a city very ill kept  unclean  commercialization had taken over the inn keepers were up to their basic trade.  There was no star. 



     Nothing of the mystical significance:

 


No over powering act of almighty God.


   Two great men of the church visited the same place at basically the same time of the year.  They saw the same sights at the same time of the day.  Yet, two totally different responses.  One saw with his heart.  The other with his objective mind.  


I'm sure this was true 2,000 years ago when Jesus was born. 


1. I'm sure there were thousands caught up in being


    back home for the first time in years.  


2. Some were entertaining relatives.  


3. Others were out to make a fast buck off this new influx of people. 


4. PLUS there to be a part of the census, and pay their taxes.


While all of this happened a group of shepherds outside the city saw what was happening in a uniquely different way.  


1. These shepherds were laboring people.  



2. They were men who lived high risk lives. 

            3. Ofttimes they would be out in the wilderness 


    for weeks alone with their sheep.  


4. From this group had come some strange experiences in the past.


One such shepherd saw  a bush burning, and heard a voice coming from it.  In fact,  he allowed as how he learned the name of God from that bush.  In the experience he was called to what would have been an impossible task …setting a group of laboring slaves free from those who had enslaved them.  We know him by the name of Moses.


Another such shepherd was a young lad.  He excelled in writing poetry and singing songs.  Yet, in times of crisis he had felt the power of God coming upon him enabling him to kill a lion and a bear to protect his sheep.  On behalf of his country he took on the feared champion of the Philistines  …Goliath.  He believed God would deliver him, and help him carry out the task he had accepted.  So much did he believe it that he convinced the king to let him try.


These people who had lived on the edge of life were no strangers to things of the heart.  They were people who found belief easy.  It was with their hearts that they perceived the Christ.  Overwhelmed by the angels they heard their songs and followed their advice.  It was a short trip for them to Bethlehem and the manger.   They saw the sights, and experienced  the Christ and went out to tell others of their experience.  

II.  Then there were wise men who made the pilgrimage to Bethlehem.   It was a long arduous trip for them.  It took them weeks or even months before they made it to the Christ.


The trip to faith has always been a long and difficult trip for the people of great learning.  It takes accepting information as faith fact which has only subjective feelings to back it up.  The things of the heart often have to slip up on the wise …they discover them accidentally.  Consequently there have been many who have found faith in Christ by trying to prove that He was not what the church proclaimed him to be.

 a. Some say the original wise men were ZOROASTRIAN PRIEST from Persia, which is now Iran. When Zoroaster died he prophesied that he would come back in 1,000 years.  That amount of time had elapsed at approximately the time of Jesus' birth.


b. Some say they were the Magi from Egypt.  Out of mysterious Egypt came astrology, astronomy, and  higher mathematics.  


THEY SAT OUT LOOKING FOR A KING, AND FOUND THE CHRIST.  THEY SAT OUT LOOKING FOR A HUMAN BEING, AND FOUND ONE WHO EMBODIES THE INCARNATION OF GOD.

Such an experience is called a serendipity.  Serendipities are all around us.  


I expect the best known occurred in the NASA Space Exploration program of our Government.


In trying to put a man on the moon.


1. medicine was probably advanced 100 years


2. Computer became of age, and was made small, fast and 


   able to handle great problems.


3. Plastics


4. Even the fabrics of the clothing we wear

THE WISE MEN CAME LOOKING FOR A KING, AND FOUND THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD.


Wise men have always seemed to have difficulty in discovering the Christ in first person.  They seem to find him either by chance, or by looking for something else, and ... almost accidentally finding THE CHRIST of FAITH.


A GOOD EXAMPLE OF WHAT I SPEAK WAS:  Lloyd Douglas.


According to the biographer of Lloyd Douglas who wrote the great novel: THE ROBE ...Douglas set out to prove that Jesus was a fraud. However, as he researched his material he was engrossed in this man's life.  Something happened to him.  He found himself at the manger with the other simple folks ...with the shepherds, if you please.


This is often true.  In the three of my appointments I ministered to the academic communities of N.C.State, and Duke University.  It was amazing how many highly intellectual people had come to a simple faith in Jesus Christ.  When I graduated from college in the 60's there was almost open warfare between the intellectual and the person of faith.


Bishop Kenneth Goodson tells a story about his trip to the Space Flight Center in Huntsville, Alabama.  Said he, I arrived at a little before lunch and had lunch with some of the people there.  As I walked through the complex I discovered people gathered in small groups.  As I drew near I discovered they were studying the Bible.  Walter Von Braun explained to him what was happening. "We have discovered the further we go into space, and the more we learn about the universe the more we are driven to believe in God."


Wise men come to the story of Jesus' birth with a lot of questions.


Whenever, we can somehow get past the self, then the Christ can be born in our lives. At that point we are said to have FAITH ...TO BELIEVE.


Suzie was a four year old who loved her daddy very much.  One evening she was watching her mother wrap Christmas gifts.  During the process she had taken an item out of a small box, and added it to a larger gift.  Suzie took the disposed box and wrapped it.  On Christmas morning she gave the gift to her father.  He opened the box, and exclaimed;  "Suzie, the box is empty."  "Oh no, daddy,"  she said; "before I wrapped it I filled it with my love, and kisses."     Suddenly in the father's heart the box was not only full but filled with a the most precious gift one could give.  He rewrapped the box and it became one of his prized possessions. 

Do you believe that the Suzie's gift was real.  If so,  I believe you can make the trip to Bethlehem.  I encourage you to go.  Worship him and see what he can do with your life. 

